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Efficacy of imipenem/cilastatin in treating 33

elderly patients with severe pulmonary infection
Zeng Fanrong, et al
Department of Geriatrics, College of Clinical Medicine

To study the efficacy and the antimicrobial activity of Imipenem/Cilastatin {Tienam) in treating 33 elderly
patients with severe pulmonary infection. Of 23 cases of sputum cultures, 11 were gram —negative bacteria and 6
gram - positive bactria. (Other antibiotics had ever been used in 28 elderly patients before Tienam was
administered. 30 patients were given a 0.5g dose of Tienam by intravenous infusion ql2Zh and 8 patients a 0.5g
dose of Tienam q8h. The therapy course was 3 to 14 days. The efficacy rate of Tienam was 78.8%. The results of
antimicrobial activity test showed that Tienam exhibited potent activity against all bacteria isolated except two
strains of pseudomonas aeruginosia and the minimal inhibition concentration of Tienam was less than 4 ug/ml.
Only one patient suffered from skin rashes on the fifth day of treatment. Tienam demonstrates good effect with
few side-effects in treating elderly patients with severe pulmonary infections, especially in those with noscomial
infections and is advisable to use it in clinical therapy.
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